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Practical teacher observation checklist outlining
general problem solving abilities (identified through
DISCOVER/TASC observations)

* |deas are used by other children * Makes several groupings of ideas and
+ Recalls strategies things

» Transfers strategies * |nvents strategies for problem-solving
* Sees connections * Develops others' ideas

» Reflects an own performance « Understands task quickly

+ Distinguishes important

features

« Organises materials

+ (Generates several
ideas

* Needs
minimum
explanation

» Explains task
easily

* Suggests improvements

» Explains and justifies

« Discusses similarities
and differences

+ Monitors own Whathave | Whatdol
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Uses clues and new information

« Selects relevant information

+ Develops own ideas

* Focuses on task

e Persists, especially on difficult tasks
* Happily engaged

» Works to a plan

= Sees consequences

» Stretches boundaries of task

* Defines new problems and invents
solutions

@ Belle Wallace, June Maker et al. (2004) Thinking Skills and Problem-Solving — Arn Inclusive
Approack, David Fulton Publishers, with acknowledgement to Karen Collins and Usanee
Anuruthwong.
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